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SUB-UNIT: Technology in Advising Commission    SUBMITTED BY: Andrea Irby

Objectives Established to Achieve Goals and Action Taken Towards Meeting These Objectives (as taken from your post-conference report):

1.
Technology Support at National Conferences.   


 Action Taken:  We are continuing to explore the issue of technology support at National Conferences.  We need more information on total costs so as to work with the board, finance committee, and executive office to find a solution to presenters being charged for projectors.  Once we have a full idea of costs and issues that concern everyone we can engage in discussion that may provide resolution. 

2. Provide Professional Development Opportunities


Action Taken:  Replaced the Technology in Advising Display.   This will allow the Commission to send the board to national and regional conferences with significantly reduced costs =.  The board is used for the promotion of the Technology in Advising Commission and education of commission members with respect to the use of technology in their academic settings.


Action Taken:  Technology Sessions at all Regional Conferences.  A conscientious effort was made to have Technology Sessions at each regional conference.  We were able to secure Technology Sessions in six of the 10 regions. (1-5 and 10).   

3. Advance the body of knowledge on the use of technology in advising


Action Taken:  Double the number of ATECH articles on our website.  This has very been hard to 

do given that members have a hard time finding the time to write even a short article.  We will discuss how to approach this in a different way at National Conference.  


Action Taken:  Revise Electronic Publication Awards.  Done.  Awards will be retitled “Advising Technology Innovation Awards” and will encompass a wide range of technological innovations.  Awards will no longer be limited to CDs/DVDs and Websites.  Accessibility and Interactivity were added to the criteria for evaluating the awards. 


Action Taken:  Pre-Conference Training Session.  Were not able to do this quite in the fashion we 

wanted to given that our members seemed to be confused over the separate submission process for pre-conference proposals.  We will try again next year.  

Wes Lipshultz and Terry Musser from Region 2 were successful in having their pre-conference 

workshop accepted on “Learning Theories to Guide the Design of Web-based Materials”.   This 

workshop will truly help advisers and faculty design electronic materials with learning in mind (what 

they want the student to be able to DO) as opposed to just sharing information.  This is a critical step in web design that is often overlooked as it allows a website or web-based to be both engaging and interactive and sets the stage for easy assessment after the electronic site has been in use for a period of time.    

II.
Activities Completed Towards the Minimal Expectations for a Commission
1. Contributions to NACADA publications (i.e. newsletter, journal, and/or special publications)

Anita Carter (Region 5) created a SCT Banner Help sheet and published it on the Technology in Advising Commission website.  It helps users of Banner understand and implement commands for retrieving student records. 

2. Solicitation of presentations for annual national and regional conferences (e.g. roundtables, preconference workshops, etc.)   

As mentioned above, presentations were solicited for all regional and national conferences.  Technology 

topics were a part of regional presentations in regions 1-5 and 10.  There may have been technology 

presentations at other regional conferences, but that people simply did not report back to the Commission 

on their topic. 

For the National Conference in Cincinnati, the Commission reviewed 34 presentations for concurrent, discussion and poster presentation.  The quality was astounding.  The Commission and the National Conference Committee accepted all.  Five were commission sponsored and another six were sponsored sessions by other commissions.  We truly saw one of the best offerings in Technology current sessions that we have seen in many years. 

3. Communications with commission members about activities, announcements, etc. via list serves,  newsletters, etc.

We communicate regularly with members via the commission listserv: TECADV-L@listserv.uark.edu.  Members share information and ask questions of each other on average about twice a month.  In addition, Mike Leonard, immediate past chair of the commission, shares articles with commission members from Penn State’s on line journal, The Mentor.  Each year there is a concurrent session at National Conference for all NACADA members to learn more about the Mentor, to publish and to take advantage of the articles in the publication. 

4. Contributions to the specific area of academic advising represented by the Commission through white papers, web pages, reports, handbooks, discussions of current issues, seminars or other methods creating widespread exposure of the information and Commission

Mike Leonard updated the Technology in Commission website with a new look that is ADA compliant. 

You can see the new site at www.psu.edu/ncta. 

NC State produced a white paper on advising.  The white paper did not create widespread exposure on the Technology Commission, but it did incorporate NACADA core values, created wider exposure for the organization as a whole and will likely generate increased exposure for the Adviser Training & Development Commission in the future. 

III.
Additional Expectations or Approved Comparable Activities Completed 
1. Sponsorship or presentation of concurrent paper sessions at conferences of other 

       organizations.

Commission members present at other conferences all the time.  

2. Participation in the NACADA/ACT recognition and awards program by nominating 

             noteworthy activities or individuals in the commission

Steering Committee members and winners of last year’s Electronic Publication Awards came together to review close to 40 nominations for consideration.  This was a very rewarding but also time consuming task.   We had 3 winners and 5 certificates of merit for the 2004 Electronic Publication Awards. 

3. Submission of manuscripts to refereed journals other than the NACADA Journal

None this year.  At least one planned for 2005-2006. 

4. Solicitation of funding through NACADA and outside agencies for pursuing special projects 

       and activities.

From NACADA, we solicited funding for shipping of the old display and redesign of the graphic material for the new display.  NC State University has traditionally picked up all costs related to the Technology in Advising display, including purchase, graphic design and shipping.   Outside funds have not been solicited yet for projects.  We will likely do this as our projects become larger in scope. 

5. Provision of reference material or information for dissemination via the NACADA or 

      Commission Web site

Reference material is always available and continues to grow in volume on the Commission website in our Advising Resources on the Internet (http://www.psu.edu/ncta/links.htm), our Student Information Systems area  (http://www.psu.edu/ncta/linkhetc.htm) and our ATECH area (http://www.psu.edu/ncta/atech.htm) 

IV.
Future Activities Planned by Sub-Unit

1) Continue to work on Technology Support at National Conferences, including NACADA sponsorship of LCD panels and projectors and support for presenters.

2) Form an alliance with the Disabilities Service Commission to spread knowledge related to technology design for all users (Accessibility) 

3) Grow our steering committee.

4) Expand the number of volunteer opportunities for commission members

V.
Items of Concern or Items Being Presented for Action by the Council and/or Board of Directors

Reports are due by August 13.  Items needing Council or Board action may not be considered at this meeting if the full report, recommendation, or proposal is not received by this deadline so it may be reviewed by the appropriate Leadership prior to the meetings.  

