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sample 

Syllabus for Academic Advising

“Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?”

“That depends a good deal on where you want to get to.”

(Alice in Wonderland, Chapter VI, P 64; Carroll, 1960)

Center for Academic Transition

http://academics.memphis.edu/cat
Wilder Tower Room 500

Office Hours:  8:00 AM to 4:30 PM or by appointment

Remote appointments welcomed.

Appointments may be made by calling 901-678-2783 or 1-800-678-2783

Normal advising appointments are 1 hour; please reschedule your appointment if you have to be more than fifteen minutes late.

Advisor on call for quick questions Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Your advisor:

Karen Thurmond  (email address)   xxx-xxxx; cell phone xxx-xxxx; AIM=xxxxxx; MSN=xxxxxx; Yahoo Messenger=xxxxxx
Other CAT Advisors who may assist you in my absence:

Yolanda Mathews  (email address)
Barbara Thompson  (email address)
Texts, Reading, Materials needed for academic advising

Catalog online at http://academics.memphis.edu/bulletin
Student handbook online at http://academics.memphis.edu/handbook
Degree sheets for major/degree programs

General education guidelines online at http://academics.memphis.edu/gened
Other readings assigned especially to you (for example):

1.    career and professional organization websites

2.    movies that inspire 

3.    fiction and non fiction that pertains to the student’s interests

My philosophy concerning academic advising:  Objectives for academic advising

Academic advising is the process wherein you and I together set goals for your academic, professional, and personal life.  I believe that higher education will change your life for the better if you set goals and strive to achieve them.  In fact, I consider change a necessary part of the process of higher education.  As you pursue this degree, you have the power to make changes that will set the course for a lifetime of learning.  My hope is that I can help you set those goals and encourage you to pursue and reach them.  I will help in whatever way I can, but I will expect you to be in charge of reaching the goals.  

Calendar for Academic Advising

When making appointments, use the following guidelines for meeting with your advisor.

During the Fall semester – call for appointment in October

During the Spring semester – call for appointment in March

During the Summer semester – call for an appointment in June or July

Students seeking academic advising may make an appointment any time at all.  Since academic advising does not depend on registration and course selection for relevance, making an appointment for an advising session has no particular connection to registration dates.  Come in early in the semester for the best possible selection of appointment times.  Since the University requires that you receive advisor clearance in order to register, use the Calendar for Academic Advising above to make decisions concerning preparing for registration by the time it begins.  

Dates and deadlines for registration related activities are printed each semester at:

http://enrollment.memphis.edu/registrationcenter
Learning in Academic Advising

This section of the syllabus is left blank to record our learning objectives for academic advising. 

What students can learn through academic advising (pertains to institutional mission for academic advising) at The University of Memphis

1.    understand the aims and purposes of higher education

2.    identify educational and career goals

3.    integration of services to accomplish the goals of academic advising (collaboration)

What you can learn in academic advising.  (This space left open to record academic and personal goals that are developed in the advising relationship) for example: (some goals that I have worked on with particular students)

1.    how your interests connect to academic majors 

2.    the point of all those general education courses

3.    the University is not too big for you if you can find your place

4.    people are more likely to help you if you ask for help

5.    doing things on time makes your life easier

6.    the art of setting priorities (a skill for now and for later)

7.    the art and science of dealing with faculty members (a skill for now and for later)

8.    balancing family and school

9.    balancing family, work, and school (including knowing when you CAN’T do it all)

10.  do the “stuff” that is hard for you first (my favorite)
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