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Commission Meeting

Approximately 40 members attended the Advising Transfer Students Commission meeting in Salt Lake. Chair Kristen Ferguson conducted the meeting.  She introduced Betsy West of the University of Wisconsin System, the incoming chair, and distributed material detailing the ATS goals and soliciting volunteers for the Awards, Web Services, Research, and Proposal Reading committees.

Presenters of Commission Sponsored sessions were introduced and congratulated. Commission members were urged to develop presentations on transfer issues for their regional conferences and to begin planning presentations for Dallas.

Tom Kerr and Peggy King, co-editors of the monograph on transfer advising issues, reported that the monograph is scheduled to go to the publisher early in 2003 and should be available prior to the Dallas conference.

The Chair asked members to introduce themselves and to identify issues of particular concern.  The ensuing discussion centered around three issues: the relationships between advisors at the transferring and receiving institutions, the need for more research on transfer, and activity occurring regarding policies for evaluating transfer credit

Betsy West and Mike McCauley reported that a lot of activity is occurring regarding policies for evaluating transfer credit.  The American Council on Education (ACE) and the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers (AACRO) are both discussing these issues, perhaps anticipating possible federal action connected to the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.  Members agreed to share information regarding these issues via the listserve.

GOALS

The Chair called attention to the materials she'd distributed regarding the goals of the commission and asked if any additions/changes should be made.  Members concurred with the goals as proposed:

1. Identify key issues in advising and retention of transfer students

2. Advance the body of knowledge on advising transfer students

3. Identify innovative and effective methods used in advising transfer students

4. Increase the level of Involvement of Commission Members.

ACTIVITIES

· Promote discussion of transfer advising issues via the listserve

· Recognize participation in the Commission by presenting a Service to Commission Award at the 
2003 Conference

· Solicit participation in the Commission through listserves and individual emails.

· Provide updates of commission activities via the NACADA newsletter

· Encourage presentations regarding transfer advising issues at regional conferences.

· Solicit presentations regarding transfer advising issues for the national conference.

· Promote the transfer advising monograph when it becomes available.

CONCERNS

At present, the Commission has no concerns regarding specific NACADA activities.  However, we understand that discussions regarding the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act may include proposed policies related to evaluation of transfer credit.  This would be of tremendous import to all of higher education. We urge the NACADA Board of Directors to stay "tuned in" to this issue. 


