
 
 
Karen Boston is the Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Programs at the Sam M. Walton 
College of Business at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville.  As Assistant Dean, 
Boston is directly responsible for overseeing all programs related to approximately 3200 
undergraduate business students including academic advising.  Since 1998, she has 
coordinated and taught in the Freshmen Business Connections (FBC), first year 
experience program in the Walton College - an extension of the academic advising 
program. Boston co-authored the first year experience book, Freshmen Business 
Connections (2008). She has worked in the Walton College since 1996 including serving 
as Managing Director of Undergraduate Programs, Director of Academic Advising and as 
an Academic Advisor.  Prior to her work in the Walton College, her experiences include 
the University of Arkansas' Office of Admissions and the University of Arkansas’ Law 
School in the areas of Career Services and Continuing Legal Education and Alumni 
Relations and Development. 
 
Boston has been a member of NACADA since 1996 and is on the NACADA National 
Conference Program Committee for San Antonio 2009 and the NACADA Professional 
Development Committee.  She has presented numerous sessions at both national and 
regional NACADA conferences in the areas of advising assessment and first year 
experience programs and served as the NACADA Commission Chair for Advising 
Business Majors from 2003-2005.  Boston is a member of NASPA and 
AACSB International (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business). 
Boston has been a member of the University of Arkansas' Academic Advising Council 
(AAC) since it's inception in 2003 including as Vice Chair (2003) and Chair (2004) and a 
member of the Advising Assessment Task Force since 2004 which has established an 
institutional wide assessment program for academic advising.   
 
In 2007, she was recognized by the Northwest Arkansas Business Journal as “40 Under 
40”– a selection of 40 leaders under the age of 40 in the State of Arkansas.  She is a 
graduate of Leadership Arkansas and Leadership Fayetteville and is the 2009-2010 Chair 
for the Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce Leadership Committee and serves on the 
Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. Although a native of Texas, 
Boston received her bachelor's, masters and doctorate from the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville.  She is an Adjunct Instructor in the College of Education and Health 
Professions and resides in Fayetteville with her husband, Jay, seven year-old son, 
Winston, and Boxer, Guinness. 
 


