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My first graduate assistantship was advising sophomore students. At that time I was just starting my MA 
in Higher Education & Policy Studies at the University of Central Florida after having spent the last 10 
years working in different restaurants at Walt Disney World.  I felt that advising offered the perfect 
bridge where I could use the interpersonal skills I’d developed with Disney while learning the theory and 
practice of Higher Education.  Then in January of this year I was hired at West Chester University for my 
first professional career role as an Academic Coordinator advising first year teacher education students 
on community service and state requirements for their major.  More recently that role has evolved to 
include advising first year social work students on classes and general education requirements.  I believe 
advising provides the opportunity to make a direct impact on the lives and experiences of students at 
our campuses, and that is one of the reasons why I accepted the job at West Chester.  Though I’ve only 
recently gotten involved with NACADA this year, I was selected as one of the recipients of a Wesley R. 
Habley Summer Institute Scholarship for the 2017 Summer Institute.  I also attended the NACADA 
Region 2 Conference in Pittsburgh this past May.  Most recently I’m in the final stages of preparing a 
presentation proposal for the 2018 Region 2 Conference on the intersection between advising and 
global citizenship and an article for publication regarding my experience at the Summer Institute.   
 
I’m thrilled at the opportunities that NACADA presents to getting more involved, to learn, network, and 
share and build experiences with other advisors and professionals.  The role for the Mentoring and 
Membership Coordinator seems like a great opportunity and fit for my abilities.  I would immediately 
seek to perpetuate current relationships with members in Region 2 and develop relationships with new 
prospective members.  The style I’ve developed both at Disney, UCF, and now at West Chester has 
always been to seek to learn as much as I can about how things are and have been done and then to 
take initiative to build and develop effective and dynamic strategies that positively impact all those 
involved.  I know if I’m selected that I will bring my initiative, vision, and leadership to collaborate with 
all of the stakeholders in Region 2 and NACADA to creating a more positive and impactful experience for 
all participants and members.  
 
Thanks for your time and consideration, 
 
Paul Whalen | Academic Coordinator | CESW | Office of Candidate Services 
MA Higher Education & Policy Studies - University of Central Florida 
610-436-3408 |Temporary Location: Ehinger Office Annex Room 104A |  

Schedule Appointment @ http://www.meetme.so/PWhalen 
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