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Latinos & Education
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� Literature Review
o Why support parents at this level?

� Parent Orientation

Outline

Chicago
Rocks!� Parent Orientation

o What are we doing at FIU?

� Research 
o Question: Latino parent perceptions of support?
o Methods: qualitative, quantitative
o Findings & Implications

� Q & A and Information Sharing



Literature Review

� Familism cultural value
o Strong identification, attachment 

to nuclear and extended family

� Latino parents’ role� Latino parents’ role
o Some help in high school
o Little to no parent support in college

� Social and cultural capital
o Parents may not understand system 

enough to help students navigate it
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� Founded in 1965  
o opened for classes in 1972

� Public, Urban, Research-Focused,
Comprehensive, Large

About FIU

Comprehensive, Large
o over 200 programs
o 38,500 students
o one of the 25th largest universities in U.S.

� 59% Hispanic
o 3rd granting Bachelor’s to minorities, 9th Master’s  

� Academic advising decentralized



Parent Orientation

� Inaugurated in late 1980s

� Spanish-language version - 2006
o modeled after UCFs program
o parents informed at welcome 

� All day program - 2nd day 
o new: full 1st day, half 2nd day

� Fairly comprehensive

� What’s new?
o advance notice, website
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Methods
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� Focus Groups-Span only

o Sample (4 groups) 
Approx. 15 per group 
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� Survey 
o Sample (n=77 / 146)
o Twenty questionso Approx. 15 per group 

o Semi-structured, 1 hr
o 11 question-set
o Audio recorded, notes

� Analysis
o Themes, Subthemes

o Twenty questions
o Demographics, other
o Spanish/English 
o Top concerns

� Analysis
o Descriptive, Inferential



Findings

Demographics 
Spanish-Only Orientation (n=77)

� Gender:  67% female� Gender:  67% female
� Age:  87% between 41-60
� Employed full-time:  65% 
� Language spoken in the home 

and with student:  Spanish
� First student in household to 

attend college:  61%



Findings

Latino Nationality Household Income



Findings

Highest Level EDU Generation Status

84%
9%

21% 84%

Immigrated to U.S.
One Parent Immigrated
Both Parents Immigrated
Both Grandparents Immigrated

21%

16%38%

< High School High School
Some College College
Some Advanced Advanced



Findings
Comparing Latino Parents

Income

Education

Lang @ Home

Lang w/Child t-test
p<.05
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Findings
Latino Parents-Spanish Orientation

Themes & Subthemes
� Empowerment
o Apoyo:Support now feels more influential, powerful
o Communication:A common language

Culture & Parenting:Accept student independence

Parent Quotes

o Culture & Parenting:Accept student independence

� Gratitude
o Support, understanding = confianza (trust)
o Knowledge is power! 
o Session earns high praise across the board

� Top Concerns
o Financial aid, academics, campus safety 
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Summary/Implications

� Literature…    
parents matter

� Advisors…  
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� Advisors…  

make a difference

� Interaction…
may increase  
persistence, retention 
in underrepresented       
student groups
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