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AUTHOR: Thoresen, Jean H. 
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ABSTRACT: Many single parents involved in higher education are nontraditional women students returning to school after raising children or recently divorced women who must equip themselves to improve or maintain the economic status of both themselves and their children. These students may need special help in identifying careers that interest them. It is also crucial that they know which people in their lives can provide the most support and those who may, deliberately or inadvertently, sabotage the returning student's educational goals. When an institution does not have a program to help such students, the role of the individual faculty member or advising staff member becomes even more important. Two techniques based on values clarification and values realization research and materials may be especially useful: "Prior Jobs Inventory" and "Relationship Circles." Although advising should not become "unlicensed therapy," values clarification techniques can be easily and properly used by faculty and advisors who become trained in their application. Research suggests that these techniques are effective in helping nontraditional returning women students. Thus, the self-sufficiency of single parents within an educational environment can be enhanced. (Author/CML) 
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AUTHOR: Shank, Matthew D.; Winchell, Margaret H.; Myers, Margaret 
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JOURNAL_CITATION: Journal of Marketing for Higher Education; v11 n1 p63-72 2001 
ABSTRACT: Surveyed non-traditional students to better understand the unique educational needs of the non-traditional women. Found three distinct market segments of non-traditional women: those seeking only academic support in the form of advising, those dependent on a variety of support services to enhance their ability to succeed, and those placing a high degree of importance of child care. (EV) 
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TITLE: Reflecting on Practice in Adult Higher Education. National Conference on Alternative and External Degree Programs for Adults (11th, Mobile, Alabama, October 10-12, 1991). 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1991 
ABSTRACT: Workshops and presentations in this volume are as follows: "Learning the Language of Learning" (Firestone); "Self-Study Examination Program of Higher Education for Adults in China" (Wang, Smith); "Using the Principles and Process of Adult Learning to Develop an Award Level Program for the Education of Adult Educators: An Australian Case Study" (Morris); "The Adult Learner and Fear: A Critical Combination in Academic Advising" (Didelot); "The Use of Peer Support/Study Groups for Registered Nurses in a Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program" (Stone); "Shift Happens: Non-Traditional Education and Women's Adult Development" (Taylor); "Factors in Adult Students Not Persisting in a Non-Traditional Undergraduate Program" (Ganiere et al.); "'And Gladly Would (S)he Learn, and Gladly Teach': Ideal Faculty for Adult Learners" (Dumbleton); "Reflections on Teaching and Advising Adults" (Bunnell); "A Study of Student Perception of the Importance of ADP (Adult Degree Program) Advising Tasks and Faculty Performance" (Gillett, Duncan); "The Rossman Adult Learning Inventory: Creating Awareness of Adult Development" (Rossman, Rossman); "Evaluating Program Quality and Effectiveness: A Case of Marian College" (Owolabi); "Dialogue on Diversity: The Person and the Institution," (Alicea, Shallenberger); "Experiential Learning, Reflections on Practice and the Organizational Action Scientist" (Brown, Elfenbein); "Applying the Principles of Adult Learning in the Management of an Administrative Staff" (Dix); "Teaching Inquiry as a Lifelong Learning Skill" (Rury, Walden); "Critical Perspectives: Teaching Great Books and Religious Studies to Adults" (McEntyre); "In Search of a Context for Our Work: Understanding the Life History Method and Its Place in the Social Science Research Tradition" (Carlson); "Researching Practice and Practicing Research: A Critique of Distance Education Research and Writing" (Beaudoin); "The Student as Integrator in Interdisciplinary Studies" (Salner); "Team Teaching and Interdisciplinary Courses" (Gesiakowska, Lo Sardo); "The Logic of Decisions: Adult Learners and Third World Students" (Wein); and "Educational Planning at Empire State College: Faculty Expectations vs Student Aspirations" (DuBois, Lawrence). (NLA) 
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TITLE: Students' Evaluation of the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts Non-Traditional Degree Program. 
AUTHOR: Porter, John E. C. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1993 
ABSTRACT: This study examined the perceptions of non-traditional students at Chicago State University (CSU) regarding the special Board of Governors (BOG) Bachelor of Arts program designed to serve this population. The study population included about 450 present and former students of the BOG program. Of these, 25 graduates and 25 undergraduates were chosen at random. Questionnaires were distributed to these 50 participants and 37 were returned. Findings included the following: (1) 64 percent of CSU undergraduates want to graduate from CSU and 75 percent of graduates plan to go to graduate school; (2) graduates and undergraduates rated the BOG advisors and advisement process with an 80 percent approval rating; (3) most students did not feel they were treated differently than traditional students; and (4) over 65 percent of students surveyed felt that a social unit and mixer would help to promote the BOG program. Responses to a questionnaire section on a Prospective Student Seminar showed that 77 percent of students agreed that the seminar and handbook were informative and of good use. (Contains 6 tables and 13 references.) (JB) 
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ABSTRACT: As more adults seek higher education, colleges and universities are advised not to ignore this fast growing segment of new students. The issue of developing a non-traditional bachelor's degree program for adults is addressed through an examination of seven guidelines that are suggested to facilitate the process. The guidelines discussed are as follows: (1) know the target student population; (2) recognize the significance of faculty involvement in the program design; (3) aim to reflect the quality of traditional programs in the quality of a non-traditional degree program; (4) ensure that students selected match the resources available and the mission of the institution; (5) look for appropriate advocates for the program; (6) develop a program which reflects andragogical/collaborative as well as pedagogical principles; and (7) "Mainstream" the adult learners to demonstrate their achievements to the college and the community. Contains eight references. (GLR) 
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ABSTRACT: This document contains the following 25 papers from a conference on adult higher educational practices: "Learning and Workplace Linkages via Applied Research Projects" (Elaine Cahalan Hollensbe, Linda Hauber); "Practical Action Research in Non-Traditional Students' Senior Projects" (Elliott Lauderdale); "Obtaining the Elusive: An Innovative Degree Program for Re-Entry Working Class and Minority Women" (Diedra Miller, Marilyn Korostoff, Kathryn Girard, Susan Hunter Hancock, Richard Cohen); "The Adult Decision-Making Process" (Grete Stenersen); "Blended Life Planning: Connecting Education, Leisure, and Work in Adult Degree Programs" (Joyce C. Woodruff); "The Praxis Model for Adult Education" (Mary E. Boyce, Carol Ann Franklin, John W. Willets); "Listening to Students: The Effect on Teaching" (Frances H. Coker); "Empowering Faculty to Manage Off-Campus Degree Programs: Redefining Faculty Workloads and Service" (William A. Cook); "Creating an Appropriate Academic Advising Environment for Minority Male Adults with Entry Fears: The Path to Retention" (Mary J. Didelot); "Learning to Live Together: How Adult Degree and Traditional Undergraduate Programs Exert Mutual Influence" (Dennis R. Parks); "Transforming Experience into Learning Outcomes" (Richard M. Ashbrook, Daina McGary); "Outcomes Assessment: The Walden Approach Focusing on Final Outcome" (Caroline L. Bassett); "Identifying Common Learning Outcomes in Adult Degree-Completion Programs in Management" (John Fazio, Dawn Hodges); "Thinking of Adult College Students in Terms of Erikson's Ethic of Care" (Judith Gerardi); "Teaching Information Retrieval Skills to Adult Students" (Bonnie Gratch, Helene LaFrance); "University, Community College, and Corporate Cooperation in Delivering a '2 Plus 2' Baccalaureate Program via Two-Way Interactive Video Technology" (Gary R. Levine, Marilyn Kelly, David Heifetz); "Playing in the Cyberspace Sandbox: The Intersection of the Human and Electronic Communities" (Rena Palloff, Keith Pratt); "The Use of Videotapes to Enhance Intellectual Life in a Non-traditional Adult Degree Program" (Bedford M. Vestal, John Hockett, Robert Con Davis); "Sleuthing San Francisco Connections: Detective, Fiction, Popular Culture, and the Academy" (David Belcastro); "Differences in Process and Content Emphasis in Individualized Education" (Xenia Coulter, Lee Herman, Thomas Hodgson, Sylvain Nagler, Irene Rivera de Royston); "Designing Connections: Shortening the Curriculum Review Process in Adult Higher Education" (Kiren Dosanjh, Rick Williams, Gary Zucca); "A Conversation on the Socratic Method" (Sue Fishman, Ethan Fishman); "The Socratic Method and the Great Books" (Jeanne Foster); "Patterns of Learning Involvement, Adult Degree Program Students, and an Alternative Perspective on Student Learning Outcomes" (Carol E. Kasworm); and "Border Crossings, Collaboration, and Connections: An International Perspective." (David Shallenberger, Ann Folwell Stanford). (KC) 
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ABSTRACT: This report of a workshop on various aspects of adult learning and education contains the following papers: "Take This Job And Shape It: Using Journal Writing to Enrich Your Professional Life" (David Shallenberger, Phyllis Walden); "Assessing Math Skills of Adult Learners" (Betty Hurley Lawrence); "Using Visual Arts for Cultural Analysis: Adult Learners in the Renaissance" (Betty LoSardo); " 'As the Hub Turns': Centripetal and Centrifugal Forces Acting on Long Distance/Extended Site Learning Centers" (Robert D. Clark and others); "Distance Learning and a Dynamic Assessment of Quality" (Daniel Granger and Kate Gulliver); "A Comprehensive Plan for Program Evaluation" (Dan A. Davis); "Who Are We Really Teaching? Who Is Learning? Creating and Using Institutional Profiles of Adult Students" (Richard A. Schalinske and others); "Alternative Approaches to Inquiry: Conceptions of Self, Knowledge, and Curriculum in Adult Degree Programs" (Mary S. Carlson); "Achieving the Purposes of Liberal Arts Education: A Developmental Approach" (Edith Kusnic); "Curriculum Issues for Non-Traditional Programs: General Education for Civic Effectiveness" (Robert H. McKenzie); "The Unknown Territory of This Side of the Horizon: Adult Education in an Incoherent Culture" (Lee Herman and Allan Mandell); "Internships and Field Experience Learning for Adult and Nontraditional Students" (Susanne B. Darnell); "Transforming Learners into Scholars through Writing" (Carole Ganim); "Diversity in the Classroom: Group Strategies" (Miriam Ben-Yoseph and Edward Harris); "Those Who Sell, Organize, Compute, Write, Market, Design, Manage... May Also Be Able to Teach With Little Stimulus from an Academic Institution. However, Are Part-Time Faculty Receptive to Programs to Improve Vitality?" (Mark Fenster); "Developing, Assessing, and Improving Faculty Quality through Peer Review" (Donald B. Clardy and Elaine Cahalan Hollinsbe); "The Dilemma of Practitioner Research: Lessons from Ethnography and Practice" (Irene Philip Stoller); "Illuminative Evaluation: A Strong Measure of Academic Advising Effectiveness for the Adult Learner" (Mary J. Didelot); "Questioning Adult Learners" (Sylvain Nagler and others); "Academic Advising as a Basis for Program Development" (Karla Klinger); "Factors Contributing to the Importance of Advisors" (Diane Ganiere and Patrick Kavanaugh); "Library Services for Adult Students: What Difference Do They Make?" (Susan Swords Steffen and Gary S. Ruther); "The Contact Hour Conundrum: What Difference Does It Make? The Impact of Reduced Contact Hours in a Degree Program for Working Adults" (Lillian Barden); and "Hello Out There: Getting In Touch With Potential Students" (Michael C. T. Brookes and Margaret Watkins). (GLR) 
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AUTHOR: Shankar, Archana Daya 
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ABSTRACT: A study investigated the communication and learning problems of nontraditional students. Its methodology drew on case studies and interviews with 10 nontraditional students at two midwestern universities. Findings fit into various categories: curriculum, assignments, social isolation, classroom structure, theoretical framework, and interpersonal communication. First, college curriculums are designed for the traditional student and often do not given ample consideration to the needs of nontraditional students. Second, nontraditional students do not feel that assignments in their courses are designed with their needs in mind. Third, nontraditional students often feel socially isolated because of their age and because they commute. Fourth, sometimes the classroom structure dependent on sophisticated equipment and hardware presents problems for the reentry level students. Fifth, some nontraditional students would prefer to have more control of the direction of their studies. Sixth, some nontraditional students find faculty difficult to interact with, particularly those who have preconceived ideas about educational philosophy. This study suggests therefore that modifications in the educational system are in order. Curriculums could take into consideration the individual needs of students. Faculty advisers, support groups, and mentoring systems specifically designed for the nontraditional student could prove helpful. (Contains 12 references.) (TB) 
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TITLE: Shaping a Cohesive Agenda: Next Steps. National Conference on Adult and External Degree Programs. (7th, Memphis, Tennessee, October 7-10, 1987). 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1987 
ABSTRACT: Proceedings of an international conference on adult and external degree programs are presented. Selected papers are drawn from the areas of distance learning, support services, intra-institutional, curriculum, and teaching. They include: "Uses of Distance Education for Graduate Professional Degrees" (Ruth J. Person and Raymond Vondran); "Library Services of Off-Campus Programs" (William Aguilar, Marie Kascus, and Doris R. Brown); "Reducing Opposition in the University" (Joseph Baglio); "Integrating the Teaching of Thinking, Writing and Math Reasoning into Distance Learning" (Dan A. Davis); "The Capstone Student: Breaking Boundaries and Building Bridges Intra-Institutionally" (Robert Carter); "Students: An Untapped Resource for Adult Programs" (Thomas E. McDuffie); "Quality in Off-Campus Videobased Graduate Technical Education" (Stanley A. Huffman and Harvey R. Stone); "Demonstration of Baccalaureate-Level Competency" (Thomas Taaffe and Lenore Burgard); "Building Faculty Consensus at a Distance" (Judy Deleau); "Non-Traditional Programs: The Programs People Love to Hate" (Colin Silverthorne); "Orienting the Adult Learner" (John C. Adams, Daniel Fulks, and Norma J. Strickland); "Overarching Themes: An Approach to Curriculum Design" (Sarah Evans); "Articulation of Proprietary Schools and College: A Model" (Terry Dunford); "Program Enhancement through Publications" (John Walter Mey); "Contextual Knowing: Teaching Strategies for Adults" (Donald B. Pribor); "Curricula for Mid-Career Professionals" (Merl Baker); "Research in Distance Learning" (Bobbi L. Kamil, Joyce Nielsen, James F. Niss, and Paul W. Grimes); "Marketing to Adult Learners" (Nancie Thole, Sharon O'Brien, and Susan English); "Advisement of Adult Learners: Research from the Field" (Jan-Marie Spanard and Ulestine Watson); "Curricular Innovation in Graduate Professional Education: The Balance with Liberal Learning" (Jean W. Knoll and Catherine Marineau); "Archiving as Means to Study Teaching" (Sharon E. Simone); "New Opportunities in Distance Learning" (Daniel Granger and Michael F. Beaudoin); "Teaching Adult Teachers about Teaching Adult Learners" (Jack Hirschfeld); "Silicon and Ivy: New Pathways to Higher Education" (William J. Seaton); "Models of Individualized Degree Programs" (Kent Warren); "External Degree Programs: Lessons from Experience" (Anna Bolling, Earl Hausle, and Karla M. Klinger); and Transcripting of Non-Traditional or Extra-Institutional Credits" (Marie Redwine). Author and institution indexes are provided. Contains references throughout. (KM) 
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TITLE: EDUCAUSE '99: Celebrating New Beginnings. [Proceedings] (Long Beach, California, October 26-29, 1999). 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1999 
ABSTRACT: This proceedings of the 1999 EDUCAUSE Conference contains papers presented in six tracks: Building the New Information Technology Foundation and Infrastructure; Technology-Enhanced Teaching and Learning; Renewing Administrative Services; Outreach, Public Service, and New Communities; Advancing the Leading Edge; and the EDUCAUSE Track. Topics of papers include: introducing students to computing issues; data warehouse solution using university consortia and business outsourcing; dynamic and individualized Web system; warehouse design; technology-enhanced admissions process; imaging technologies; impact on students of online materials in university courses; cooperative development of faculty development resources; model for hardware and software acquisition; Web-based services in Committee on Institutional Cooperation (Big Ten) libraries; developing a new administrative system; collaborative support for the distributed university; what Web instructional techniques suggest about what faculty want; potential and risks of digital libraries; teaching and learning with online images; broadbanding initiative; state-wide approach to public service excellence; using technology to enable alumni and outside experts to enrich a class; unintended impact of technology; authorization on the Web; implementation and implications of digital services in learning centers; new systems implementation projects; information technology integration in a small rural school; integration of digital satellite and terrestrial networks for education and training; intellectual property and copyright; information technology literacy for general education and online community; meta data integration; building a statewide student advising system; U.S. distance education and developing countries; PBS develops institution-neutral online services for non-traditional adult learners; pooling resources of dozens of schools; using Java to develop programs designed to support administrative users in a university environment; planning, strategy and technology to reach rural, remote, and underserved Americans; tools for faculty-directed inquiry and improvement; computational science curricula, high performance computing and the professional organizations; sustaining a virtual support organization; library resource sharing program; supporting faculty uses of the Web; Internet and the digital divide; model for interactive distance learning; a "Roles" database; toolkit for class home page development/management; transformation of education by information and communication technology; building a statewide partnership for higher education; CD-ROM for faculty development and statewide training; project for unified access for the 21st century; university and state K-12 education partnership providing online resources and training; empowered process for information technology planning and implementation; e-mail as official means of communication; virtual organizations, virtual mentoring, and at-risk youth; university simulation game; and visual resource system to improve teaching and learning. (AEF) 
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