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ABSTRACT: Data collected during new-student orientation on nontraditional-age and traditional-age first-time students indicated more psychosocial similarities than differences between them. Results suggest that first-entry nontraditional students experience some of the same needs and concerns in higher education as do their younger peers. Referrals to existing advising services may help the students overcome discouragements and barriers. (Author/MSE) 
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TITLE: University College, Memphis State University. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1989 
ABSTRACT: This report presents a description of University College, Memphis State University (MSU). Created in 1975, this small, nontraditional college has prospered in the context of a large, state, urban university. It offers nontraditional students a way to create and finish individualized and interdisciplinary degree programs. Faculty can develop new courses, teach others in nontraditional modes, participate in the administration, and improve themselves as advisors. Since 1976, University College has graduated about 500 students and has 650 currently accepted or in screening. Its annual budget has grown from $100,000 to $510,000. The professional/directorial staff has increased from two to five, and the clerical staff has increased six-fold. It has become an integral part of MSU, with 75 faculty members from 23 departments having served on its faculty council, and nearly 300 MSU faculty having served on student contract/advising committees. It is concluded that adults and other nontraditional students will seek out this quality college. Employers and graduate schools will find graduates of such career related and academic degree programs very attractive. The success of such a unit depends on its ability to respond to programmatic requests with great flexibility, and its ability to give away its most successful programs to units with full-time faculty. (SM) 
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ABSTRACT: Findings are presented of a study of some of the characteristics of nontraditional students in an undergraduate social work program, as compared to the characteristics of traditional students. Curriculum and service changes that social work programs can implement to accommodate some of the special needs of nontraditional students are also discussed. All female junior and senior social work students (N=42) at a state university were administered a questionnaire that included questions relating to demographics, possible problem areas, and service changes. The sample included 17 nontraditional students and 25 traditional students. Results included the following: (1) ethnically the groups were comparable, but the nontraditional students were more likely to be divorced or married and have children; (2) the nontraditional students experienced more difficulties with child care and social isolation; and (3) the majority in both groups had problems with financial aid, scheduling, personal finances, and handling employee/student roles. Data are provided in three tables. These results are compared to those of other studies of nontraditional students and found to be similar. Recommendations that social work programs could implement in order to address the needs of returning students in the areas of curriculum and teaching, advisement, class scheduling, extracurricular activities, and credit for life and work experience are discussed. (KM) 
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ABSTRACT: At Fordham University's Lincoln Center campus in New York City, the large population of nontraditional students, primarily adults, is being encouraged to participate in the career planning process through existing programs, new scheduling, and new programing in four areas: freshman orientation; student activities; the career center; and academic advising. (MSE) 
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TITLE: Part-Time Students in Higher Education. Trends and Issues Alerts. 
AUTHOR: Kerka, Sandra 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1992 
ABSTRACT: The landscape of higher education is being changed by increasing numbers of adult students, most of whom are part time. By 1992, it is predicted that 48 percent of all higher education enrollments would be part time and half of all college students would be over the age of 25. Causes of the trend include shrinking numbers of traditional-age students, greater emphasis on mandatory continuing education, and more jobs affected by technological change. Although adults may be motivated by job/career change, career enhancement, or personal enrichment, education is only one of many competing priorities. Part-time study may be an adult's only option. Barriers to part-time study for adults include the following: inability to resolve home/work/study conflicts or to organize study time; embarrassment, anxiety, and ambivalence about returning to school; inconvenient scheduling and access to campus services; lack of financial aid; time limits for completing course requirements; and campus rules and regulations designed for traditional-age students. These trends and barriers bring out four areas needing attention: academic assistance and personal advising, financial assistance, access to services, and flexibility. (An annotated bibliography cites 17 print resources. Four resource organizations are listed.) (YLB) 
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TITLE: Coming Back to School: A Profile of Fall Term 1987 Transition Center Students. Research Report Number 88-01. 
AUTHOR: Morris, Cathy 
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ABSTRACT: At Miami-Dade Community College's South Campus (SC), the Transition Center (TC) provides special advisement services for older students returning to school. In fall 1987, a study was conducted to develop a profile of the students served by the center and compare them with other South Campus students. Study findings, based on academic and demographic data on 211 center clients, included the following: (1) the average age of TC clients was 34.4 years, compared to 23.7 years for other SC students; (2) 85% were enrolled part time, compared to 63% of the remaining SC students; (3) only 43% of TC clients were graduates of Florida high schools, and 17% were General Educational Development recipients; (4) 23% had grade point averages of 3.50 or above, compared to 11% of the other SC students; (5) 60% of the TC clients and 34% of the SC students were white, non-Hispanic, including 48% of the TC clients and 19% of the SC students who were white females; (6) 93% of the TC clients had prior postsecondary educational experience, with 83% having previously enrolled at Miami-Dade; and (7) TC clients declared themselves as degree seekers in about the same proportion as other SC students. (AJL) 
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ABSTRACT: Surveyed non-traditional students to better understand the unique educational needs of the non-traditional women. Found three distinct market segments of non-traditional women: those seeking only academic support in the form of advising, those dependent on a variety of support services to enhance their ability to succeed, and those placing a high degree of importance of child care. (EV) 
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ABSTRACT: Designed to improve the articulation of two- and four-year college baccalaureate-oriented coursework in Illinois, this report provides background on the history and status of articulation in the state, and presents descriptions of current issues and related recommendations. First, the historical overview explains the "articulation compact" established by the Illinois Board of Education in 1970 to encourage Illinois universities to grant junior standing to transfer students who have completed associate degrees based on baccalaureate-oriented sequences and to consider their lower-division general education requirements satisfied. Next, the report considers the following transfer articulation issues and offers recommendations for their resolution: (1) challenges to the "articulation compact" by some universities; (2) variations in general education or core degree requirements among community colleges; (3) program and course articulation problems caused by differences in specific course content, changes in university course requirements, and changes required by external certification and accrediting groups; (4) the need for two- and four-year institutions to make special efforts to increase the number of minority students who complete associate degrees and subsequently transfer and complete baccalaureate degrees; (5) access to public universities for associate in arts and associate in science graduates; (6) the scope and effectiveness of academic advising at community colleges; (7) changes in university degree requirements; (8) student transcript policies and procedures; (9) nontraditional student populations; (10) maintenance of academic standards and instructional quality in telecourses; (11) transferability of dual credit enrollment courses; and (12) articulating associate in applied science degree programs. (AJL) 
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TITLE: Report on Service Needs of Evening Students at Wichita State University. 
AUTHOR: Schuh, John H. 
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ABSTRACT: The greatest impediment to the provision of adequate and appropriate campus services for commuter students is their diversity. It is important to identify the needs of commuting students since they may have little interest in traditional campus programs and services. Though they are an extremely diverse population, nontraditional commuting students tend to be independent, older, and part-time. This study evaluated the administrative support and advising needs of 295 students enrolled in Wichita State University evening classes during the 1996 Spring semester. Students were asked if they used certain services at least once a semester at night, and if not, if they would like to use those services at night. Questionnaires were completed through telephone surveys; a sample of the script question is included and six tables illustrate student responses. The results indicate that only a few services were used at night, but students would have liked to use many more. Ironically, many of the services that students indicated they would like to use were already available during selected evening hours throughout the semester. The outcome of the study suggests that literature should be distributed to evening students to increase their awareness of the availability of existing evening campus programs. (LSR) 
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TITLE: Second Phase of an Experimental Project To Help Single Parents and Displaced Homemakers with Their Attitudinal, Behavioral Changes and Vocational Guidance. Final Report from September 9, 1986 to June 30, 1987. 
AUTHOR: Gaudy, Teresita E. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1987 
ABSTRACT: A program was designed at Miami-Dade Community College (South Campus) to meet the educational needs and interests of single parents/displaced homemakers by providing recruitment, counseling, financial aid referrals, job placement referrals, and career selection assistance. Nontraditional vocational and occupational programs were emphasized. During the second phase, 60 students were recruited; they then underwent a referral process according to their individual needs. Assistance was also provided in finding these types of services: financial assistance, medical assistance, and child care. An overall orientation helped restructure students' vocational patterns in order to enhance their academic perspectives. Students were advised by the director; sent to CHOICES, a computer career assessment service; or started their programs immediately. Some students were placed in employment without finishing their educational programs. Retention activities and child care services could not be accomplished. (Supplementary and appendix materials include project objectives, project correspondence and forms, brochures, news media and advertisements, press releases, and television video scripts.) (YLB) 
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ABSTRACT: A survey of 181 adult students in a university's division of continuing education or university without walls (UWW) programs received 145 responses indicating greater satisfaction among the UWW students than those in traditional majors. Academic advising was especially satisfactory, because UWW advisors may be more aware of adult development theory and use collaborative techniques. (SK) 
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TITLE: Sharing the Vision, Leading the Way: Continuing Educators in the New Millennium. ACHE Proceedings (62nd, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, October 14-17, 2000). 
AUTHOR: Barrineau, Irene T., Ed. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 2000 
ABSTRACT: This document presents the proceedings of the 2000 annual meeting of the Association for Continuing Higher Education (ACHE). Part 1 contains the text of the presidential address, "Building Solid Communities within Higher Education" (Nancy Thomason), as well as summaries of the following addresses: "Riding the Rapids of Change: Survival Tactics for a New Century" (Fran Solomon); "Knowledge, Learning, and the New Economy: A Collision Course?" (Paul Tiffany); and "Minority Affairs Network Luncheon [Address]" (Lori Arviso Alvord). Part 2 contains texts or summaries of the meeting's 29 concurrent sessions. Selected presentation titles are as follows: "The Development of a Multi-Point Criteria for Assessing Learning Outcomes from Web-Based Courses" (Edmund J. Ferszt); "Victim Assistance as a Profession: Implications for Adult Education" (Thomas Underwood); "Finding, Managing, and Maintaining Talent" (Alan Chesney); "How to Market on the World Wide Web" (Karen Vignare); "Is E-Learning Distance Learning?" (Donald L. Williams); "All the World's a Stage: Comparative Models of International Education" (Archibald M. Fleming); "How to Plan for Retirement" (Debbie Cox-Bell); "How to Develop and Delivery Non-Credit Web-Based Courses" (Susan Elkins, Joyce Wilkerson); "How to Create Profitable Conferences" (Helena Douglas); "Developing Creative Adult Student Services and Programs" (Lois MacNamara); "How to Promote Adult Student Persistence" (Walter Pearson); "Negotiating to Win-Win" (Jay Halfond); "Business Literacy: Making Sense of Financial Statements and Terminology" (Dan Dowdy); "Collaborating for Research" (Raymond W. Campbell); "How to Design a Web Page" (Natalie Thurmond); "How to Design and Deliver a Completely On-line Class" (Robert Stokes); "Academic Advising: Hot Issues and Current Strategies" (Raymond W. Campbell, Heather A. Blackburn); and "Accelerated Degree Programs: Doing 60 mph in a 20 mph Zone!" (Honour Moore, Rob Willey, John Kokolus). Part 3 consists of documents generated during the ACHE business meeting and appendixes listing members of various ACHE networks and committees. (MN) 
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TITLE: Distance Education Programs in Texas Community & Technical Colleges: Assessing Student Support Services in a Virtual Environment. 
AUTHOR: Luedtke, Cherry Beth 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1999 
ABSTRACT: This project evaluates the status of distance learning at 54 public, two-year community, and technical colleges in Texas. Data was collected from the Web sites of each of the institutions. The Web site data indicted that 44 of the colleges refer specifically to distance education courses offered. To assess what student support services are available and are utilized electronically, a comparison of traditional campus-based student support services and online services was conducted. Results of this comparison indicated that the same services offered on campus would be beneficial to distance learners. Currently, evidence indicates that there is inadequate online student support service. While informational services are provided, students must go on campus to take advantage of advising and counseling services. Learning resources, such as libraries and electronic databases, were accessible through 77% of the web sites. It was found that interactive technologies, such as e-mail, online request forms, and tutorials are combined with traditional services, such as toll free numbers, to link students to support services. Examples of representative web pages with information on student support service are included. An extensive literature review distinguishes the different characteristics between distance and traditional education, and examines the internal and external influences on the development of distance education. (Contains 68 references.) (AF) 
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TITLE: Preparing Rural Special Educators Using Distance Learning Technologies. 
AUTHOR: Gamble, Linda 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1995 
ABSTRACT: This report characterizes the problem of shortage of qualified special educators in rural schools and describes the Rural Special Educator Project developed to address this problem in Maine. The traditional model demanding that individuals wishing to broaden their skills must leave their community to receive training works in direct opposition to the maintenance of strong community ties. This project forges tighter bonds between teacher and local schools through applied educational opportunities. The project goal is to make special education training at the baccalaureate degree level available and accessible to persons who are currently indigenous to and/or employed in rural Maine. The project is based on the special education degree curriculum at the University of Maine at Farmington, and courses are offered over the Interactive Television System of the Education Network of Maine. The primary target populations for the program are transitionally and conditionally certified teachers currently working in classrooms. The second target population are education technicians working in schools who would like to obtain a baccalaureate degree. Course delivery began in the summer of 1993 and average enrollment is 100 students statewide. Extensive time has been devoted to advising, establishing teacher/mentor relationships, course redesign to meet the needs of nontraditional students, and design of evaluation tools. Contains 16 references. (RAH) 
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TITLE: Establishment of an Off-Campus Baccalaureate Nursing Program. 
AUTHOR: Ostmoe, Patricia M. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1989 
ABSTRACT: In an effort to prepare more baccalaureate level nurses for the rural areas of central Wisconsin and to accommodate the educational needs of geographically bound nontraditional students, a basic baccalaureate nursing program was established at an off-campus site. This University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire program is offered in cooperation with two two-year campuses, a four-year institutions, and a hospital. The program incorporates aspects of three traditional outreach program models documented in the literature, the satellite, cooperative and interinstitutional models. The program includes the following components: (1) a curriculum that is equal in quality to the on-campus curriculum; (2) faculty hired for the off-campus site after completion of a year-long on-campus orientation; (3) on-campus faculty who travel to the off-campus site for instruction; (4) use of audiographic telecommunications teaching strategies; (5) off-campus faculty who travel to the main campus for participation in university governance; (6) recruitment and advising of students by all participating educational institutions; (7) partial funding support for the program by the hospital; (8) provision of non-nursing courses by the four-year and two-year campuses; (9) availability of instructional facilities at the cooperating institutions; (10) sharing of financial aid administration; and (11) provision of student scholarship support through the hospital. The program demonstrates unprecedented cooperation between four separate educational institutions and a private nonprofit health care agency. Contains 5 references. (KM) 
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TITLE: The University of New Mexico College of Education: External Perspectives on Environment and Needs. 
PUBLICATION_DATE: 1992 
ABSTRACT: This study examines the perceptions of almost 2,500 external clients of the University of New Mexico College of Education for the purpose of identifying clients' needs and suggestions for change. Focus groups, surveys, and open-ended response formats were used to gather data from all current undergraduate and graduate students as well as alumni since 1980, and New Mexico educators. Areas of high concern for the future were seen to include knowledge and sensitivity to diversity among learners, the problem of increasing poverty, global competition, developing effective educational strategies, and multiple areas associated with educational technology. Clients served by the university were seen to be changing with more students working full time, more adult students, and increasing numbers of minority students. Survey respondents identified several areas of concern, including admissions and advisement procedures, research and inquiry skills, and quality and currency of coursework. Public education leaders in the state underscored the need for the college to develop and implement a coherent program which will insure the supply of capable, highly qualified graduates. They also expressed a need for the college to develop cutting-edge, relevant, high quality programs which will meet the needs of the state's changing and diverse population. (Contains 21 references.) (GLR) 
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