LIBERAL ARTS ADVISORS INTEREST GROUP/COMMISSION

FALL 2004 POST-CONFERENCE REPORT

The Liberal Arts Interest Group (Now the Commission for Liberal Arts Advisors) met on Thursday, October 6th.  About 45 advisors attended.  The meeting included reviewing the commission document that was submitted to NACADA.  Several members volunteered to be part of the Steering Committee.  They are:

Arlene Fortune

William Bruening

Janice Ford-Freeman

Michael Balog

Glenn Kepic

Glenda Jurek-Rahe

Jane Paris

Karen Sullivan-Vance from Oregon State and Tim Moore from Kent State are running for Chair of the new commission.  

The following goals (relating to NACADA's Strategic plan) will be part of the commission's 2004-2005 agenda:

Goal 1:  Identify Key Issues and Topics for Research

Interest Group Co-Chairs polled the commission membership who attended the National Conference Liberal Arts Advisors meeting to identify and seek out potential issues. Some of the topics suggested at Cincinnati include:

· Liberal Arts and underrepresented students

· “What can I do with a Liberal Arts degree?”

· Students washed out from other programs that view the Liberal Arts as a holding tank for them to increase their gpas in order to reapply to another program

· Liberal Arts at the community colleges, is it only applicable for students transferring?

The Commission will encourage members to develop research and presentations on these topics for regional and national conferences in 2005.

Goal 2:  Provide an Engaging, Dynamic Forum for Discourse and Debate

The Commission will:

· Solicit and promote proposals for the national and regional conferences.  This will include papers, poster sessions, workshops, and pre-conference workshops.

· Participate in roundtables and hot topics sessions that allow Liberal Arts advisors the opportunity to share successes and frustrations.

· Debate the direction and issues surrounding this field through the list serve.

· Encourage the Liberal Arts presentation to submit their proposal for other higher education organizations, like NASPA.

The Commission Chair and Steering Committee will identify Liberal Arts advisors from all regions and actively promote engagement in the above activities.  The specific goal for the first year is to see at least 6 Liberal Arts sessions at the National Conference in Las Vegas.

Goal 3:  Outreach and Recruitment

In order to inform Commission members about activities, issues and programs that pertain to the Liberal Arts, the Steering Committee will take an active role in outreach.  The current listserv will be utilized to inform members of opportunities as well as bringing issues to members for discussion.  The NACADA Newsletter will also be used.

The Steering Committee will be in monthly email contact to discuss issues and to identify ways to reach advisors.  An annual meeting will occur each year at the national conference.

Goal 4:  Website as Resource

The Chair and Commission will work on developing a dynamic web site for the Commission to serve as outreach, recruitment and an information resource center for the Liberal Arts.  The Commission will have the website available in the 2004-2005 academic year.

Goal 5:  Promote Research on Liberal Arts

The Commission will actively seek grants and NACADA funding to promote the research of the field.  The Steering Committee will be responsible in the first year to assess what current research is occurring in the field and to identify possible funding sources to sponsor research.

At the end of the first year the Commission will aim to have some funding in place and systems in place to begin awarding grants to Liberal Arts projects and research.

Relating goals to the NACADA Mission:

NACADA Mission 1: 


Encourage professional development for membership of the commission.  Identify, develop, and deliver professional development activities and resources to meet the liberal arts advising needs. Encourage state and local meeting and conferences relating to liberal arts issues and topics.

Goal 1:  Identify Key Issues and Topics for Research

Interest Group Co-Chairs polled the commission membership who attended the National Conference Liberal Arts meeting to identify and seek out potential issues. The Commission will encourage members to develop research and presentations on these topics for regional and national conferences in 2005.

NACADA Mission 2: 


Advance the body of knowledge of academic advising 

Goal 2:  Provide an Engaging, Dynamic Forum for Discourse and Debate

The Commission will:

· Solicit and promote proposals for the national and regional conferences.  This will include papers, poster sessions, workshops, and pre-conference workshops.

· Participate in roundtables and hot topics sessions that allow Liberal Arts advisors the opportunity to share successes and frustrations.

· Debate the direction and issues surrounding this field through the list serve.

· Encourage the Liberal Arts presentation to submit their proposal for other higher education organizations, like NASPA.

The Commission Chair and Steering Committee will identify Liberal Arts advisors from all regions and actively promote engagement in the above activities.  The specific goal for the first year is to see at least 6 Liberal Arts sessions at the National Conference in Las Vegas.

Encourage research and writing for NACADA Journal on topics and issues of interest to liberal arts advising.

Goal 5:  Promote Research on Liberal Arts

The Commission will actively seek grants and NACADA funding to promote the research of the field.  The Steering Committee will be responsible in the first year to assess what current research is occurring in the field and to identify possible funding sources to sponsor research.

At the end of the first year the Commission will aim to have some funding in place and systems in place to begin awarding grants to Liberal Arts projects and research.

Research topics on interest to commission members (i.e. impact of admissions on liberal arts at larger universities; trends away from liberal arts; tools for advisors of undecided students*)

NACADA Mission 3: 


Champion the educational role of academic advising to enhance student learning and development in a diverse world. 

Goal 1:  Identify Key Issues and Topics for Research

Interest Group Co-Chairs polled the commission membership who attended the National Conference Liberal Arts meeting to identify and seek out potential issues. The Commission will encourage members to develop research and presentations on these topics for regional and national conferences in 2005.

Recruit presentations for regional conference that represent a variety of constituencies and promote the liberal arts mission of diversity in learning and global responsibility.

Encourage use by liberal arts advisors of resources and mentor and leadership opportunities available to advisors through NACADA at regional and national conference.

Goal 3:  Outreach and Recruitment

In order to inform Commission members about activities, issues and programs that pertain to the Liberal Arts, the Steering Committee will take an active role in outreach.  The current listserv will be utilized to inform members of opportunities as well as bringing issues to members for discussion.  The NACADA Newsletter will also be used.

The Steering Committee will be in monthly email contact to discuss issues and to identify ways to reach advisors.  An annual meeting will occur each year at the national conference.

Goal 4:  Website as Resource

The Chair and Commission will work on developing a dynamic web site for the Commission to serve as outreach, recruitment and an information resource center for the Liberal Arts.  The Commission will have the website available in the 2004-2005 academic year.

NACADA Mission 4: 


Clarify and encourage the role of liberal arts advisors in promoting the missions of their higher education institutions.

Goal 1:  Identify Key Issues and Topics for Research

Interest Group Co-Chairs polled the commission membership who attended the National Conference Liberal Arts meeting to identify and seek out potential issues. The Commission will encourage members to develop research and presentations on these topics for regional and national conferences in 2005.

Provoke discussion on where liberal arts fit as a college in a larger university setting.  How does this role compare to liberal arts-only colleges?

Goal 2:  Provide an Engaging, Dynamic Forum for Discourse and Debate

The Commission will:

· Solicit and promote proposals for the national and regional conferences.  This will include papers, poster sessions, workshops, and pre-conference workshops.

· Participate in roundtables and hot topics sessions that allow Liberal Arts advisors the opportunity to share successes and frustrations.

· Debate the direction and issues surrounding this field through the list serve.

· Encourage the Liberal Arts presentation to submit their proposal for other higher education organizations, like NASPA.

 The Commission Chair and Steering Committee will identify Liberal Arts advisors from all regions and actively promote engagement in the above activities.  The specific goal for the first year is to see at least 6 Liberal Arts sessions at the National Conference in Las Vegas.

NACADA Mission: 5: 


Promote participation at campus level for new liberal arts advisors.  Encourage NACADA members to talk about resources and services available to advisors.

Goal 3:  Outreach and Recruitment

In order to inform Commission members about activities, issues and programs that pertain to the Liberal Arts, the Steering Committee will take an active role in outreach.  The current listserv will be utilized to inform members of opportunities as well as bringing issues to members for discussion.  The NACADA Newsletter will also be used.

The Steering Committee will be in monthly email contact to discuss issues and to identify ways to reach advisors.  An annual meeting will occur each year at the national conference.
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