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If I could only use one word to describe myself, I would say I’m a connector. It’s one of the reasons I’m so passionate 
about academic advising and the reason I’m interested in serving as the Western Pennsylvania Liaison for Region 2. In 
2017 I was Co-Chair for Volunteers and Evaluations at our region’s largest annual conference to date and was awarded 
the Region 2 Ambassador Scholarship. That experience allowed me to help connect over 500 participants with academic 
advising resources and 70 volunteers with a more in-depth knowledge of NACADA. I wanted to continue to share as 
much of that experience with other advisers as I could and the Ambassador Scholarship allowed me to do so. Before we 
left the conference our current liaison, Dawn Coder, and I were already planning to revive the Western Pennsylvania 
Drive-In Conference. After organizing an amazing committee and months of planning, in May 2018 over 80 participants 
attended Cultivating the Vines of Success, the first Western Pennsylvania Drive-In Conference in almost four years. My 
hope is that our next Drive-in, on May 16, 2019 at Edinboro University, will connect even more advisers to resources, 
peers and NACADA.  

One of the reasons I believe our 2018 Drive-In was so successful is because it was an efficient use of time and cost 
effective. Time and money are often huge barriers to professional development. As our Western Pennsylvania Liaison, 
my goal would be to continue building connections by making professional development opportunities more accessible 
and affordable. The first step is to encourage involvement at a local level. Drive-Ins are just one option. Getting involved, 
building your skills and connecting, can be as simple as organizing a local networking reception, volunteering to read 
proposals or leading a Zoom discussion on a topic you are passionate about. Second, I would continue the discussions 
begun by our current liaison about the development of additional scholarship opportunities for participation in Western 
Pennsylvania NACADA events. The strength of the return on investment from financially supporting the professional 
development of those in our advising community cannot be overstated. From engaging in leadership to advancing 
research in the field, we grow through action. Last but not least, nothing can happen without you. Your feedback and 
involvement are key to the success of NACADA in Western Pennsylvania. How can I help get you connected?  


