
NACADA Graduate Student Scholarship Testimonial 

In 2014 I was lucky enough to win a NACADA Scholarship to help fund my trip to the NACADA Region 1 Conference 
in Newport, Rhode Island. I was a second year graduate student at the time, and money was very tight. I was 
working for an Upward Bound Program, who supported my aspirations to work in Higher Education, but did not 
have the funding to send me to the conference. I was very concerned about paying my own way, and the NACADA 
Scholarship allowed me to attend with less concerns on how I was going to make up the funds. I was able to present 
at the conference with Kevin Piskadlo, who started as my professor, became a mentor, and is now a dear friend. 
Together we presented “Did They Just Say That? Dealing with Students in Crisis.” The presentation was my first at 
NACADA and we were awarded the NACADA Region 1 Best of Region Award, which sent us to the Annual 
Conference in Minneapolis. At that conference, my life changed. Minneapolis was in the fall of 2014. I had not job 
searched in May like the rest of my class due to obligations with Upward Bound, and was in the hunt at that point. I 
had interviewed for a job at Worcester Polytechnic Institute a week prior to the conference. When Kevin and I stood 
at the front of the room to present at Annual Conference there were about 150 people in the room. I saw only one, 
who is now my boss at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Following the presentation I received an email from my now 
boss asking to have a quick interview with him and another staff member. I completed the interview, and was 
offered the job the following Monday. I have been at Worcester Polytechnic Institute ever since, and know that I 
found the right fit. If it had not been for the NACADA Scholarship, I may never have attended the NACADA Region 1 
Conference in Newport, and definitely would not have been able to attend the NACADA Annual Conference. My first 
NACADA Experience opened up many doors for me, and I have now presented at three Regional Conferences, two 
Annual Conferences, and a webinar. I have also been involved with the NACADA Region 1 Conference Committee. 
This whole journey began with a scholarship from NACADA, and I could not be any more thankful!   
 
 

-Jessie Karner, Assistant Director, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
 


